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Building your first AR15 lower receiver can be a daunting task. | have put together a visual VENI VIDI VIC

guide to help you easily understand the process involved in putting together your first rifle. |

hope this guide is helpful and informative to you. Building an AR15 is not as hard as people
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think, and once you finish your first rifle you will likely never purchase a complete rifle again!

You will be building them yourself! In this tutorial | use simple methods to build a fully

functional AR15 lower receiver. You probably have all the tools you need in the garage. If you

need my current lower receiver recommendation, head over to Aero-Precision (opens in

new window)

Good luck with your first AR15 assembly!

DISCLAIMER: If you are unsure of any assembly steps or procedures, or have no

. . - . . . Recent Posts
experience with building and maintaining an AR15, seek professional assistance. New

Rifleman L.L.C. bears no responsibility for any damage or incorrect assembly of your
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firearm. This guide is for visual reference only. If you lack the proper tools and Accuracy Testing the Vintage Colt SP1 at

experience, please have your rifle assembled by an professional armorer. Looserounds.com

Kerm-Lock Universal Rail Adapter: Making
Standard Hand-guards Modular Again
Quick Section Links Two Are Better Than One: Red Dots and Irons
NRA... That Was Premature.
AR15 Trigger Buyer’s Guide: No Clickbait

Edition

Click on the section you would like to jump to, or simply scroll down to begin

Parts Kit | Trigger Group | Trigger Guard | Magazine Catch | Bolt Catch | Safety, Grip, Rear

Takedown Pin, Receiver Extension | Front Takedown Pin | Buffer and Spring

Parts Kit S @Q‘J
: 3

J 7N

BROWNELLS.

| started with a Rock River Arms parts kit and a Palmetto State Armory lower receiver.

0 30% OFF

GEISSELE

AUTOMATICS .

Z

thenewrifileman.com

Gather the parts into their relative part groupings:

Categories

Builds

Equipment Reviews

Featured

Learning To Shoot

Off Topic

Other Firearms

rifleman.co

SHTF

Targets and Resources
The AK

The Carbine

The Rifle

Uncategorized


http://www.thenewrifleman.com/accuracy-testing-the-vintage-colt-sp1-at-looserounds-com/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/kerm-lock-universal-rail-adapter-making-standard-hand-guards-modular-again/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/two-are-better-than-one-red-dots-and-irons/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/nra-that-was-premature/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/ar15-trigger-buyers-guide-no-clickbait-edition/
http://www.avantlink.com/click.php?tt=ml&ti=635829&pw=208079
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/builds/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/equipment-reviews/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/featured/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/c7-learning-to-shoot/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/off-topic/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/other-firearms/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/shtf/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/targets-and-resources/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/builds/the-ak/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/builds/the-carbine/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/builds/the-rifle/
http://www.thenewrifleman.com/category/uncategorized/

Trigger group:
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1 Trigger guard and roll pin
2 Bolt catch, roll pin, plunger
3 Buffer retainer, spring
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Rear and front
takedown pins,
springs, and detents

'_..,,

Magazine release
button, catch, and
spring

Ggenewrifleman.com -,

Trigger Group Assembly

Trigger Group: pay close attention to the orientation of the springs on the hammer and trigger.

Also of note is that the hammer’s spring ends will sit on top of the trigger pin... do not slide

them underneath.
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Note the orientation of the
hammer and trigger springs in
this and the following photos:
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Push the disconnector spring into
place here. The wide end goes

down. Once installed it should be
unable to fall out.

thenewrifleman.com

Fully seated disconnector
spring.




Place the disconnector into
the trigger assembly as
shown. Gather your
hammer and the two pins
pictured.

an.com
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Drop in the trigger assembly as shown. Align the pin
holes on the receiver with those of the trigger group
and insert the pin.

Pressing down on the
disconnector to align the pin
holes
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Push the hammer down into the receiver to
align the pin holes. Maker sure the ends of
the spring lay on top of the trigger pin, not
underneath.




Trigger Guard Assembly

Next is the dreaded trigger guard. Though these pictures are technically out of order this wont
matter so much. Just install the trigger guard when you feel up to the task. Many new AR15
builders are intimidated by the “ears” of the lower receiver. Just support both ends and line up
the trigger guard hole and you will be fine no matter what your method. Don’t start the roll pin

without the trigger guard in place though for it adds support for the ears of the lower.

Gather your trigger
guard and roll pin. You
will also need a punch,
C clamp, or pliers.
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| used a C clamp. Make
sure to put your trigger
guard in the receiver. Lube
the roll pin and support the
receiver on both sides as
you start the roll pin.

an.com J

The C clamp supports the
the lower receiver while the
side drives the pin in. | use
carton plastic to protect the
from damage.

n.com



Magazine Catch Assembly

Magazine catch: a pretty simple component to install.

Next we will install the magazine
catch.
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Press the magazine release button
into the spring and push itin
deeply with a tool. | used a pen.




Screw the magazine catch
in on the other side of the
receiver. It will install
screwing in clockwi

Bolt Catch Assembly

Bolt catch: another simple assembly. Here you need a special punch to keep from scratching
your lower receiver. | don’t have this tool so | utilize pliers comfortably wrapped in thick tape. |
have used this method on four lower receivers to date. | have started the roll pin with a normal
punch but after that | use the pliers to squeeze it into place. Simple and effective. The spring

and plunger go into the hole just below where the roll-pin will go.
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The next component We

install is the bolt catch. Gather
the roll pin, spring, plunger, and
bolt catch.
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Drop the spring and plunger into the hole in the receiver before placing the bolt catch assembly in the slot
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catch will be oriented as pictured. Start the roll pin with a
then move on to the next step.

Wrap your pliers well with thick tape and pinch
the roll pin in place. You can approach fro
the bottom...




Safety / Grip / Rear Takedown Pin / Receiver Extension Assembly

The Rear End: let’s install your safety, grip, rear takedown pin, and receiver extension.

Gather the following parts: safety assembly with spring and detent,
buffer retainer and spring, rear takedown pln with detent, and the
grip screw.
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Also gather your grip
and receiver extension.

Cock the hammer to drop
the rear of the trigger
assembly down into the
receiver. This will allow the
safety to be easily installed.
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Insert the safety detent into the hole
below the safety selector.




Insert the safety detent spring
into the grip.

Install the grip and trap
the safety assembly in
place.

ieman.com



Orient the rear takedown pin as pictured.

Drop the rear
takedown detent
into the hole
followed by the
detent spring.
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Place the buffer retainer spring into
the buffer retainer as shown below.



Place the buffer
retainer and spring
into the lower receiver
as shown.

Begin to install the
receiver extension.
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As the receiver
extension is screwed
into the receiver you
must depress the
buffer retainer untill
the lip of the receiver
extension overlaps the
edge of the buffer
retainer. This will be
clear in the photos to
follow.
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The A2 stock assembly requires a spacer. This spacer will go at the
end of the receiver extension. Make sure your receiver extension is
tightly and securly installed into the lower receiver.

Slide the A2 stock assembly
over the receiver extension. It
will trap the takedown pin's
spring and detent assembly.




Front Takedown Pin Assembly

The Front Takedown Pin: follow this tried and true method. Be careful as one slip can and will
send the detent flying. Do this in an uncluttered area where you can easily find the detent
should it pop out and fly off into the sunset. | built this inside my light-box for safety. Not too

many places the detent can go inside a box.

Time to install the front takedown pin.
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Drop the spring into the hole on
the lower receiver as shown.
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Use pliers to push the detent into
the hole. The spring is very stiff
and pliers are a much better
option than your fingernails.
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Push down on the detent with a stiff, flat object
such as a razor blade. Here | use a scraper with
a thick handle. Let go of the pliers and pick up
your front take down pin. Keep pushing the
detent into the lower receiver and place the front
takedown pin above the pin and tool.

Remove the flat tool and push the
pin into the lower receiver. The
detent will slide into the slot on
the takedown pin.

Buffer and Spring Assembly

Cock the hammer
and push the
buffer spring and
buffer into the
receiver extension.




Your AR 15 lower receiver is now finished! | hope you found this tutorial helpful! Please feel

free to share it to help others with their rifle build and good luck with your new rifle!

Enjoy this Guide? See all the guides in The Guide Index
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